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ABOVE: Brian Hernandez, & lames Madiion Unhersity junker from Falls Church, walks past one of the art installations at JMU's
Harmeanic Laboratary exhibit on Fridey. BELOW: Rob Mertens, an assistant professor and fiber art coordinator at IMU, leads a
group of students from difterent arts classes on an exhibit tour Friday,

Not Your Average Show

Harmonic Lab Exhibit Plays With Digital Art, Collaboration

Story by ALEDA JOHNSON / DN-R ® Photography by AUSTIN BACHAND / DN-R

t's rare that one hears
I the word “art” and pic-

tures A column that
uges four projectors to create
one uninterrupted, moving art
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exchange.
But that's what James Mad-
. ison University fiber arts pro-
fessor Hob Mertens got when
he partnered with former

elagsmates in E , Ore., at
the Harmonic soratory in-
terdisciplinary artist collective.

“The School of Visoal and
Performing Arts emphasizes
for faculty to do cross-disci-
pline work with other faculty,”
said Mertens, who also helps
the theater department with
sound design. “We don't just do
one thing; We wear many dif-
ferent hats.”

Mertens took it one step fur-

ther, mixing science and the
arts, and the end result is the
“Harmonic Laboratory™ exhib-
it, which opened in the Duke
Hall Gallery Sept. 5.

The exhibit, which runs
through Oet. 14, features the
work of Brad Garner (choreog-
raphy), Jeremy Schropp (music
composition), John Park (ani-
mation, programming) and Jon
Bellona (intermedia art, audio
composition ).

The members collaborated
on each of the seven pieces of

art in the exhibit for the first
marriage of digital and tradi-
tional art that JMU has seen.

For one piece, Garner choreo-
graphed a dance that was then
filmed and edited by another
artizgt before being symeed with
four projectors to be displayed
on a large wall at the center of
the exhibit.

“The wall is mapped so the
video splits between projectors
and makes a seamless
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Show’s Goal Is To See How Technology Informs Art
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He said people often
settly into their disciplines
with no thought of inter-
connectivity.

*The arts arcnt peces-
snrily n salo act,” he said,
“There is an assumption
that there's o Jlone genius
working with a painting in
a dark space in the visual
arts building. That can be
true, but its not an abso-

ple expect from visual art,”
he said. *1 want to chal-
lengge what people consider
is @ music composition and
whether that can be some-
thing interactive or result
in some type of interne-
thon.”

The artists of Harmonic
Laboratory will be at JMLT
Sept. 15 to give lectures in

three hours, talking about
what's going on here and
walking through the gal-
lery to show people what's

Harmonic Labaratory, visit
harmoniclab.org.

The Duke Hall Gallery
is open Monday through
Friday from 10 am. to 5

mare  information
exhibit, call
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